11/13/01 17:38 FAX 512 322 2688 


BAKER BOTTS L.L-P. 


1^003 


Attomtty's Docket 
(V>5 123.0106 


Serial No. 09/398,987 


PIca.^c refer to the anached sbeei thowizm a mark-up vamon of the amendmcntc to the 
claims. 

Claims 1-9 were previously cancelled without prcjnHicc or disclairaex in response to 
an Election/Restriction RcqiiirRment and are subject to the filing of a divisional application. 

Please cancel claims .in-22 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claims 23-39 were prcfviously ranccUcd without prejudice or disclaimer in response 
to an Elcrrion/Rfistriction Requirement and are subject to the filing of a Hivisional 
^plication. 

40. (Twice Amended) A fishing ^paratua fnr nftltwsablc esngagement with and 
disengagement £roTn a fir^t fishing device and engagement with and disengagement &om a 
second fishing device comprising: 

a fishing line having a first end with a sliding loop formed on the first end of the 
fishing line by a sildln|^lo^D kn ot: 



the gilding loon kno^ defin^rl in naH bv a fi rit loop and a second loop dispose^ 
adjacent to each other and adjacent to a central portion of thtt fishir^ff Im y- 

the sliding loop and th^ alidiny loop kn ot cnnperaring with each other to prov ide 
[providing] means fbr reteasably engaging and disengaging the fishing line with the first 
fishing device and the second fishing device; 

the fishing line having ai least a first section and a second section; 

the first section and the second section having respective first enrii and. second ends; 

the first end of the fird section corresponding with the first end of the fishing line 
with thr shding loop fbraied thereon; 

a first fixed loop fomied on the .sccrmd end of the first section and a second fixed loop 
formed on the finrt end of the second section; and 

the first fixed loop and the second fixed loop rc1ca.<tahly engaged with each other. 
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41. (Twice Amended) A fishinB apparatua for releaaable engagement ivith nnd 
dlteggaeemcnt &om a iiahing device comprising: 

a fishing linr having a first end with a sliding loop formed on the first end of the 
fishing line; 

the sliding loop >i?iving a diameter which may be decreased and increased to 
rasfpecdvely engage and disec^j^e the fishing line and ifcfi [a] fishing device; 

the sliding loop ftrnnrd by a sliding loop knot defined in part by a first loop and a 
socon(l loop; 

the second loop fbnned adjacent tn thr first loop and adiacent to a central portioq 
of the fishing line: 

ft free end of the fishing line wrapped armin rf the central portion and through the 
first lonn and the »econd lo op mnliiple times; 

rthe first end of the fishing line wrapprti through both the first loop and the 
second loop and arnnnd the central portion of the fishing line;] 

the tree [first] end of the fishing line drawn away from the first loop and the second 
loop to form the sliding loop Vnot[;] by_ drawing the flnt loop and the second loop 
together wi th each other and the central portion of the fishing line: and 

the sliding loop knot operable to sJiHr along the central portioja of t he fishing line to 
incrca.^c and decrease the diameter of the sliding loop. 

Plea.tc add the following new claims. 

43« A fishing apparatus Including a fishing device defined in part by a shaak 
with a hook disposed at a first end of the shank and an eye disposed at a second end of 
the shank, the fishing appainitas comprising: 

a flshlnfi line having a first end with a sliding loop formed on the first end of the 
fishing line by a sliding loop knot; 

the eye having a distal end disposed adjacent to and permanently xparrH from 
the shank to accommodate engagement and disengagement of the sliding loop with the 
eye; 
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the sUding loop tool operable to relcMably engage uid dUen«age the fishing Une 
with the eye of the fishing device; 

. blocker fomed on flie -ye «» «> lni^<i P«rt «• P'*'"^ 

loop l^om tUding ntt of the eye; and 

the sUdins loop havtog » rti.mettr which may be decrewed by movrment of the 
sliding loop knot to relewably engage the lUhlng Ih,. with the eye b, cMnchlDg the 
riiding loop agata« the eye and which may be incre«.d by movement of the slidins loop 
knot to anow movement of the tfldlng loop the blocker and disengagement of th. 
sUdine loop fl^ the eye. 

44. The fishing apparatu. of Claim 43 whe«in the fishing line further 

comprises! 

a first swHon having a first end and a second Pud; 
a second secHon having a first end and a second end; 
the sliding loop formed on the first end of the 6nrt section; and 
the second end of the And section releasably engaged vdth the first end of the 
second serdnn, 

4S. The fishing apparatnt of Claim 44 further comprlslnB: 

a flrtt fixed loop formed on the second end of the first section; 

a second fixed loop formed on the first end of the eecond section; and 

the first r««i loop and the second fixed loop releasably engaged ^vtth each other. 

4«. The filhine apparatus of Claim 43 further compristag: 
me sliding loop knot defined in part by a first loop and a second loop disposed 
adja«nt to each other and adjacent to a central portion of the fishing Une; 

, f«e «ad of the f.,Wng line wrapped multiple times ar^-nd the central portion 
and through the lin.t loop and the second Inop »>d drawn away from the first loop and 
the second loopta form thesBding loop too. on Aefiirt end of theCshineltne; and 
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